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Calling for Expressions of Interest from 

Members of the CHF Youth Health Forum 

for the Board of Directors of the Consumers Health 

Forum (CHF) of Australia Ltd 

The Consumers Health Forum of Australia (CHF) is the national peak body 

representing the interests of Australian healthcare consumers and those with an 

interest in healthcare consumer affairs. As an independent non-government 

organisation, CHF helps shape Australia’s health system by representing and 

involving consumers in health policy and program development.  CHF member 

organisations reach thousands of Australian health consumers across a wide range 

of health interests and health system experiences. 

Recognising that young people are the future of health, the CHF Board is 

committed to strengthening the extent to which we can represent and advocate 

for youth health issues on our Board.  In 2018, CHF convened the Youth Health 

Forum, an informal network of young people supported with CHF Secretariat 

support to inform Committees and government bodies seeking young consumer 

perspectives to inform their decision-making. 

To ensure that our Board membership properly represents its stakeholders, the 

Board of CHF is calling for Expressions of Interest from appropriately skilled 

members of the CHF Youth Health Forum with a passion and commitment to 

make a real difference to fill an appointed vacancy which has become available 

on the Board.    

Prospective applicants from the CHF Youth Health Forum, as youth leaders and 

advocates, will receive governance support and mentorship by Board Directors. 

Organisational Profile 

CHF works to achieve safe, quality, timely healthcare for all Australians, supported by 

accessible health information and systems. 

CHF is committed to being an active advocate in the ongoing development of Australian 

health policy and practice. CHF has recently refreshed our strategy.  Our Strategic Plan 

2018-2022 is accompanied by a long term funding diversification plan.   

Our organisational objectives are: 

Advocating for impact – making credible and authoritative contributions to national 

health and social care policy and system design 
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Consumers shaping health – equipping consumer leaders to act with impact and 

influence  

Partnering for purpose – strategically partnering with members, networks and 

stakeholders to maximise the impact of consumer voices and shape better health and 

social care 

Resilient and strong – maintaining and growing a strong and diverse membership, and 

assuring our financial sustainability. 

Skills Required 

Under the terms of the Constitution the Board has the capacity to nominate a Director 

with the skills or relevant experience requirements deemed necessary by a majority of 

the Directors at the time. 

Consequently, the Board is seeking expressions of interest from persons within the CHF 

Youth Health Forum who have developed high level skills, experience and understanding 

of contemporary best practice consumer engagement and also may have skills and 

experience in the following key priority areas: 

Governance 

1. Demonstrated company governance experience, including understanding of risk 

management and financial literacy 

2. Demonstrated integrity and understanding of the duty of care and fudiciary duties of 

a director 

3. An appreciation of the governance issues in relation to non-government, not-for-

profit organisations 

Health/Industry skills 

4. An understanding of the health issues facing Australia’s youth population, the role 

of CHF and the benefits of consumer involvement in health policy, program and 

service development for young people 

5. Ability to represent a broad youth perspective of healthcare consumer affairs issues 

Personal attributes 

6. A commitment to consumer-centred care and ability to champion CHF’s mission 

and vision 

7. Excellent interpersonal skills and ability to be an active contributor 

Directors’ Duties and Interests 

If appointed as a Director of CHF each person must comply with sections 180 to 183 

under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), which includes, but is not restricted to: 

Care and diligence – directors and other officers 

1) A director or other officer of a corporation must exercise their powers and 

discharge their duties with the degree of care and diligence that a reasonable 

person would exercise if they: 
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a) were a director or officer of a corporation in the corporation’s circumstances; 

and 

b) occupied the office held by, and had the same responsibilities within the 

corporation as, the director or office. 

Good faith – directors and  officers 

1) A director or other officer of a corporation must exercise their powers and 

discharge their duties: 

a) in good faith in the best interests of the corporation; and 

b) for a proper purpose. 

Meetings and time commitment: 

The board of directors meets four times a year.  Meetings start at 9.00am and typically 

conclude at 5.00pm..: 

Out of session Board matters are discussed by teleconference. 

Director positions are voluntary – there is no remuneration however reasonable 

expenses will be reimbursed. 

Application Process 

If you are interested in nominating for a position on the Board you should submit an EOI 

document addressing the skills required and including a summary of your relevant 

experience, consumer advocacy activities, other relevant experience and relevant 

qualifications together with a copy of your Curriculum Vitae. 

The closing date for nominations is 5.00pm AEST on  Friday 26 July  2019. Please email 

your letter and CV to Leanne Wells (Company Secretary) to info@chf.org.au. 

A selection panel of board members will review the applications, interview shortlisted 

applicants and make a recommendation to the full Board. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Leanne Wells, CHF Chief Executive Officer on  

6273 5444 if you require further information. 

This is an excellent opportunity to join the Board of CHF, the peak organisation providing 

leadership in representing the interests of Australian healthcare consumers. 

 

 

Tony Lawson 

Chair - CHF 

 

 


