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Advisory Groups are an important means of obtaining feedback from the user community on current, and 
planned, developments in the ABS. The Health Statistics Advisory Group (HSAG) was re-established in 2013 to 
enhance the ABS statistical leadership role in health statistics, and to encourage key user engagement with the 
ABS Health statistics program. The ABS will encourage HSAG members to be frank and open with their 
comments and to provide the ABS with constructive criticism where they believe it is needed. 
 
Purpose and Role 

The Health Statistics Advisory Group (HSAG) supports the ABS in maintaining the collection of official, timely, 

quality and relevant health data. 

The role of the HSAG will be to: 

 to provide direct advice to the ABS on its program of health statistics, in terms of priorities, external 
developments, adequacy and availability of statistics and analysis, from a user perspective; 

 to advise ABS on priorities for its health statistics work program through each member's  consultation 
within their respective organisations; 

 to bring to the attention of the ABS major user concerns on, and emerging policy demand for, health 
statistics; 

 to assist the ABS to understand how the various data are, or could be, used in analysis and policy 
formation; 

 to advise the ABS on current health data and measurement issues which may impact on ABS collections; 

and 

 to advise on the composition of expert panels for particular technical issues. 

 

Membership 

Non - ABS membership of HSAG is planned to include senior representatives from key user agencies, and other 
people with expertise in the field of health statistics. Members will be asked to participate for their broad 
personal expertise and knowledge and would not be representing individual areas of study or speciality. 
Membership could include appropriate people from: 
 

 Australian Government Department of Health (DoH)  

 National Heart Foundation 

 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 

 State Health Departments 

 National Indigenous Australians Agency (NIAA) 

 Public Health Information Development Unit (PHIDU) 
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 National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health (NCEPH)  

 Food Standards Australia and New Zealand (FSANZ) 

 National Health Performance Authority (NHPA) 

 Productivity Commission 
 
ABS membership of HSAG will include persons in the following positions: 

 Program Manager, Health and Disability Branch; 

 Director, Health Section; and 

 Director, Health and Disability Surveys Section. 
 
Additional ABS staff from Health and Disability and related programs will be included as required.   
 
Scope 

The ABS Health Statistics Program covers a wide range of topics including long term health conditions, health 

risk factors, patient experience, nutrition, physical activity, disability and mental health, deaths, causes of 

death and life expectancy for both the general population and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

population.  Not all of these topics will be discussed at every meeting and specific expert panels may be formed 

for specific issues. 

Reporting Arrangements 
 
A draft agenda will be distributed to members two weeks prior to a meeting inviting submissions or 
suggestions for additional agenda topics. 
 
A copy of the final agenda and all papers to be discussed will be distributed to all members (and their 
nominees/proxies) at least one week prior to a meeting. 
 
A draft set of minutes (in unattributed format) will be distributed to attendees of a meeting within six weeks of 
a meeting. 
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